
6 April 2023 Ramsey and Warboys Informer

The Governing Body at Abbey College said goodbye to John Chrisp
and Esmond Edwards in December, 2 governors who dedicated an
incredible 78 years between them to the voluntary role.

Both John and Esmond brought a wealth of knowledge and ideas to the
school’s board. Their accomplished roles in legal and accounting matters
enriched Abbey College with support through many of its milestones.

John began his governor journey at the Ailwyn School, before earning his title of Chair of
Governors. He joined Esmond at Ramsey Abbey School where they continued to serve until Ramsey
Abbey and the Ailwyn schools merged in 2006 to form what is now Abbey College Ramsey, a name
which was chosen by its students.

John shaped lots of teachers’ careers through a mentoring programme, and his experience as a local
solicitor was invaluable when any legal issues arose. Esmond grew up living in the Abbey when his
dad was Headmaster. As an accountant, he spent many years acting as Chair of the Operations
Committee whilst
supporting with overseeing
school finances.

Their expertise and
professional backgrounds
contributed to many
developments at the school
including the new Multi-Use
Games Area (MUGA),
Millennium building, Frank
Burton Block and Science
Block.

As well as working on
exciting projects – one that
brought to life the college’s
MUGA pitch and enhanced
all future sports games – the
governors have seen lots of
change in their service,
including the school’s
academisation in
2011 and 5 different
headteachers.

Andy Christoforou,
Headteacher at
Abbey College who
worked alongside
John and Esmond,
said: “They have been
an asset to the
governing body and
made a tangible
difference to the
development,
learning and
community within the
school. They are
leaving a legacy
behind and will be
missed.”

John reflected on his
time on the board: “The role has been an extremely rewarding one and I am proud of what my
contribution as a governor has helped Abbey College to achieve. It has taken a lot of time and
commitment, but it has been a privilege to contribute to the school community.”

He continued: “There have been many fulfilling moments, but one I am extremely glad about is being
able to maximise each staff member’s potential and subsequently improve student learning by supporting
a mentoring scheme.”

Each governor maintains links with the school as either a trustee of the Ramsey Foundation Trust or
members of the academy trust, and their children studied at each school before they united as Abbey
College.
For more information about Abbey College, please visit: -
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/ 
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By Richard Hyde MBE

On Saturday the 29th of April, in the St. Thomas a Becket
Church a fabulous evening will be held by The Alan
Morris Big Band with an evening of Glenn Miller. 
Event starts at 7:30pm.
Tickets cost £10 each and are available from myself, Richard
Hyde MBE by ringing: - 01487 812220 or on the door.
All profits will be going towards the next phase for St.
Thomas a Becket Church.

St. Thomas a Becket Church 
“The Alan Morris Big Band”

Future fundraising evening include: – 
"The Rotary Voices Choir" on Saturday 17th June 
Keep your eyes peeled in the Informer
Newspaper for more details.

At a slightly early Great British Spring Clean, 17
volunteers came together on the 15th of March,
with the aid a kayak and joined by a very
grumpy swan, they collected 22 bags of litter.
This included the collection a large amount of
ripped up lottery tickets. 

Excitingly, Ramsey RiverCare will be taking part in
a litter pick on 22nd April alongside the Ramsey
Neighbourhoods Trust to tick off the Ramsey Spring
Fair. Meet the team at 10am at the Clock Tower and

Ramsey RiverCare’s 22 bags of litter

give an hour of your morning to help us keep
Ramsey tidy. A wonderful way to start your day. 

If you would like to join this event please contact:
- Rachael.Brown@cambsacre.org.uk or take a look at
the Ramsey RiverCare Facebook page: -
www.FB.me/RamseyRivercare. 

Ramsey RiverCare is supported by Keep Britain
Tidy #LitterHeroes and Anglian Water.

Ramsey RiverCare is supported by Keep Britain
Tidy #LitterHeroes and Anglian Water.

By Sally Bird - RiverCare and BeachCare Programme Officer

Everyone has been very busy at the chapels
getting ready to open for the season on
Ramsey's Heritage Day on Sunday 2nd April. 

There was such a lot to do after such a cold
and damp winter. You can well believe that it
was Ramsey's Mortuary! I would like to thank all
of the members for their hard work, they are a
joy to work with and come up with such great
ideas.

Unfortunately, I now have some bad news for
you.

We were hoping to open this year with our
new toilet facilities in place or at least well under
way, but it was not to be.

It took us a long time to get the 4 quotes
required by Ramsey Town Council due mainly to
covid. Even waiting on occasion for over 2 hours
at the chapels for a builder to turn up, who
didn't even let us know that he wasn't coming.
But eventually we got a really good quote,
considerably less than the others, from a local
builder that we knew we could trust to do a
really great job.

The Rotary Club of Ramsey heard about our
project and kindly offered their support as well,
with a not insubstantial cash sum to help us. We
had also been told that as Ramsey Town Council
owned the chapels and are ultimately
responsible for them, that they would also make
a contribution. The majority of the cost of the
work having been raised by ourselves with your
help.

So, I took the quote along to the Ramsey Town
Council. After hearing nothing after a while, I
contacted the Town Clerk, only to be told that
the Ramsey Town Council had turned down the
quote and had requested that the Town Clerk
obtain another 4 quotes for the proposed work.
To say that we were all disappointed would be
putting it mildly and knowing the difficulty we
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Ramsey Mortuary Chapels
had in obtaining quotes, we wish the Town Clerk
the best of luck!

We have already paid £750 for the plans and
planning permission and hope that the matter
can be resolved before planning permission runs
out and we have to start again.

I can only apologise, on behalf of all at the
chapels, to anyone with mobility issues who will
be unable to use the current toilet facilities when
they visit.

However, none of us give up that easily and
we have plans underway to continue the
restoration of the non-conformist chapel.
Starting with introducing electricity into the
building and restoring the ceiling.

On a happier note, I would like to thank all of
you who have donated such good quality items
for us to sell on our stall at Home and Vintage in
Bury. They are open Monday to Saturday 9:30am
to 5pm. It is well worth a visit, and you never
know what bargains you will find in there. Your
generosity has been unbelievable, and we get
such fantastic things from you. It all helps our
project enormously.

Geoff Potts and Community Payback have
continued to do a splendid job this winter. The
cemetery is no longer the overgrown mess that it
used to be. It was very difficult to see the graves
and walk between many of them as it was
impossible to see what was underfoot, or the
many rabbit holes just waiting for the unwary
walker.

I was told by one very impressed visitor whilst
we were getting ready to open, that graveyards
should be places for people to get nearer to God
and enjoy the wonder of His works, as after all,
He placed Adam and Eve in a garden not in a
wilderness!

We look forward to seeing you all this year and
we know that with your continued help and
support we will get this wonderful old building
restored to its former glory, both for you and for
future generations to come.


