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In early October the Ramsey and District U3A Travel Group headed
north for a 5-day trip to Yorkshire. 

It had been many months since the group were able to spend time away
from Ramsey and safety measures were in place to enable us to travel. Our
first stop was at Harewood House where the guides were so pleased to
welcome visitors and were clearly excited to tell us all about the history of
the house and gardens. The house is notably remembered for being the home of the Crawley family in
‘Downton Abbey’.

Moving on to our base in Harrogate, we prepared for a visit to York the next day. With a whole city to
meander through the group
split up and sallied forth to
explore. A variety of venues
were visited, some walked
the walls of the city, some
visited museums, some the
market and the famous
Shambles, tightly packed
narrow streets dating back to
medieval times. 

Our 3rd day was spent in
Whitby, known for its jet,
made famous by the
Victorians, who used it as
mourning jewellery, notable
worn by the Queen after
Prince Albert died. The
swing bridge caused much delight as it opened and closed on the hour and the half hour by request from
passing boats. The bridge connects the 2 halves of the town spanning the estuary of the River Ouse. Whitby

fish and chips are a delicacy to be
dreamed of, and some lucky members
managed to dine like kings before
hurrying to join with the rest of the
group at the railway station where
they embarked on a steam train of the
North Yorkshire Moors Railway. A 2-
hour journey to Pickering, took us
down memory lane as the train
chugged along and we all
remembered rail journeys from our
childhood.

The final day was spent in
Harrogate (and a visit to Betty’s Tea

Rooms) then on to Harlow Carr. This Royal Horticultural Society Garden has undergone a huge transformation
since 2014 and is an absolute show-stopper. Every turn provided a new garden to enjoy and photograph.

The homeward journey was punctuated by a visit to the Barbara Hepworth Gallery in Wakefield. It was set
out in chronological order and covering 2 floors and the garden.

Tired but happy we arrived back in Ramsey somewhat more secure about travelling again and are looking
forward to more days out and a holiday in Ireland next year.
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As the Mortuary Chapels are now closed for
the season, I thought that you might like to
read a little about their history and the
reason that they were built.

By the beginning of the 19th century the
practice of burying the dead in churchyards had
become unsustainable, due to severe
overcrowding. There was also increased pressure
from non-conformists, such as Methodists and
Baptists, who didn't wish to be buried in
consecrated ground.

If you're at all squeamish, don't read the next
bit from the Peterborough Advertiser 6th
September 1856.
"A revolting spectacle
On Sunday, a poor woman was buried in the
churchyard at Ramsey in a grave that would
appear to have been repeatedly a receptacle for
human remains. Detached portions of skeletons,
comprising bones of arms and legs, fragments of
vertebral columns and skulls, being thrown out
and exposed to view, one with hair still attached.
It is surely time that another place of interment
was found, where the dead might at least rest
undisturbed.”

A burial act was passed in 1853, enabling local
authorities to establish their own public
cemeteries, where all religions could be
accommodated and which would eventually
replace the unhealthy and overcrowded
churchyards.

In 1858, the Ramsey Burial Board was formed
and work was soon underway on the new burial
ground in Wood Lane, where a piece of land
measuring 3.21 acres was purchased from
Edward Fellows Esq. for £450.00.

Robert Hutchinson, the borough surveyor, was
appointed as architect to design the chapels and
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lodge and by the end of November tenders had
been put out for the work. Just over a week later a
tender from J Ellis & Son of Peterborough was
accepted and by the end of August 1859 the work
had been completed.

However, the new burial grounds could not be
put into use, as a further report from the
Peterborough Advertiser, dated 23rd February
1860 states.
"Ramsey Cemetery
Six months have elapsed since this place was
completed and a caretaker is living in the lodge,
yet because the Lord Bishop of Ely is in too delicate
a state of health to ride a distance of 20 miles in a
carriage to consecrate that half of the land, which
the church people are going to use, the dissenters
cannot make use of the piece allotted to them
either.”

Hundreds of burials are still taking place in a
graveyard that has been filled over and over again
and ought, years ago to have been closed.

If the Lord Bishop of Ely is too ill to attend, could
not one of his brother Bishops do the work for him?

However, 4 months later we read in the
Peterborough Advertiser of 9th June 1860.

"At Last! The three fifths of the burial ground in
Ramsey, that was to be used by the church people
was at last consecrated by the Right Reverend
Thomas Turton, the Lord Bishop of Ely, on Saturday
2nd June 1863. The remaining two fifths of the
ground to be used by dissenters."

Interestingly enough the first burial in the new
cemetery was that of a dissenter, Hannah Richards,
aged 20 years, who was buried on 20th April 1860
before the consecration, but she has no headstone.
The first burial with a headstone belongs to Mary
Newton, also a dissenter, who was buried on 3rd
May 1860 and her headstone is inscribed with the
words, “The first stone to be erected in this
cemetery.”

Thank you, on behalf of us all for your continued
support for our project.
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Well, how time flies it hardly seems possible
that it is time for another report to be
submitted.

Although we have now had 2 Committee
Meetings, our first branch get together does not
take place until Monday 18th October, which we are
all very much looking forward to.

We have arranged Branch Meetings and a Coffee
Morning for the rest of this year and hope that our
members will have some brilliant ideas for speakers
and entertainment and then a programme for next
year can be prepared.     

Details of these are as follows:
MONDAY 15th NOVEMBER - Claire Sullivan is
bringing her Body Shop products.
MONDAY 6th DECEMBER - A Christmas Coffee
Morning with mince pies will be held at The Royal
British Legion Club from 10am until 12pm. There will
be a raffle and some Legion items for sale together
with framed pictures from one of my hobbies of
diamond painting which would make ideal
inexpensive Christmas presents and 50% of the

The Royal British Legion
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By Gill Ward - Secretary proceeds are going to our Branch funds. Everyone is
welcome so come and join us for a pleasant morning
with friends.   

MONDAY 13th DECEMBER - Branch Christmas Party.
Of course, in the midst of all this are the

Remembrance activities with collections at Tesco and
boxes placed in locations around the town, so please
give generously as you always do for such a good
cause and we are always very grateful. There will also
be the Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service at
3pm and of course a short service at 11am on the 11th
November outside the St. Thomas a Becket Church. 

We are having our first County Committee meeting
later this month, when we will meet with our friends
from St. Ives, Somersham and Yaxley, many of whom
we have not seen since before lockdown although we
have been in contact by telephone and email.

We are always happy to welcome new members
and if any ladies would like an evening out once a
month, we meet on the third Monday at The Royal
British Legion Club at 7pm until 9pm, so why not call
in as we would love to see you.

My details as Secretary are Gillian Ward, telephone: -
01487 812143 or email: - wardgillian225@gmail.com.

St. Thomas a Becket Church
“Tinsel and Brass”

Tickets are NOW on Sale for this great Christmas
Concert, which is to be held on Saturday 11th
December at 7:30pm.
The Somersham Town Band will be playing their
fantastic music. 
The “Tinsel and Brass” Concert will be taking place

By Richard Hyde MBE

again at the St. Thomas a Becket Church.
Tickets cost £10 each, and are available from
myself, Richard Hyde MBE by ringing: - 01487
812220.
All profits will be going towards the next phase
for St. Thomas a Becket Church.

Final Advertising and Editorial Deadlines: 
5pm, 22nd November for the combined 

December and January edition


