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Upwood Village Hall (UVH) Performing Arts Events
By Doug McLeod – Event Organiser,

Upwood Village Hall
Performing Arts Events

September 2021
Popular Concerts return to

Upwood Village Hall 
Live music returned
to Upwood Village
Hall in September for
the first time in 18
months. The popular
concerts, which
feature the best in
Folk, Acoustic, Roots
and Americana music,
had to be put on hold
during the pandemic. UVH Performing Arts
Events, run by the village hall as a community-
based project, has organised the concerts
since 2009, with the intention of providing
high quality concerts in an intimate rural
venue.

It has been a very difficult time for small
venues such as ours, but even more difficult for
the artists we book, who saw their livelihood
disappear overnight. It has taken close

collaboration between ourselves, agents and
artists themselves to reach this point where the
hall can once again stage live concerts.

The concert on Thursday 21st October features
Scottish band Salt House (£14). 
Jenny Sturgeon (vocals, harmonium, guitar),
Ewan MacPherson (vocals, guitar) and Lauren
MacColl (vocals, fiddle, viola) are highly
respected musicians in their own right, but
together they produce exquisite music which
draws inspiration from their native landscape
and wildlife.
“Wonderful… a trio of exceptional talent.” - Folk
Radio UK On Thursday 28th October the force that is

FARA (£17) finally make their hotly anticipated
second visit to UVH following 2 aborted dates
over the last year. The new decade marks an
exciting new chapter for Orkney’s fabulous
fiddle-led band, as founding frontwomen: Jean
Leslie, Catriona Price and Kristan Harvey
welcome young Highland pianist Rory
Matheson to the line-up. Phenomenal tunes,
captivating songs, exceptional musicianship
and mad as a box of frogs!
“One of the most exciting new bands to come
from Scotland in the last few years.” – Folk Radio
UK

Finally, Irish singer and bouzouki player,
Daoiri Farrell (£15), will be performing at the
hall on Thursday 11th November. This is a
rearranged date for his sold out concert from
March 2020, so ticket availability is for returns
only.

All concerts start at 7:45pm and tickets are
available by contacting:
uvhperformingarts@upwood.org or 07709
930398.

The Informer Newspapers back! Fantastic! Can
it really be nearly a year since the last edition
of our own local newspaper. 

I know that it has been greatly missed by many of
you. Let’s hope that it's a sign that things are
beginning to get back to some kind of normality,
whatever that might prove to be.

Regardless of lockdown and not being able to
open we have all been very busy. My thanks to our
archivist, Mick Napier, for the vast amount of
research, information and photographs that he has
added to our archives and to Mary and Simon Ison,
our cemetery wardens for keeping the cemetery
tidy and free from litter and making sure that every
grave has flowers.

In May, we took a risk and had a stall at the
Ramsey Market. It was a great success and it was so
nice to see so many people enjoying themselves. It
reminded me of how Ramsey used to be every
Saturday. Maurice Margetts and his daughter-in-law,
Cathy grew a lot of plants to sell on our stall and
insisted that we keep all the money to help with the
chapels restoration. Maurice also sold many large
items online for us during lockdown that had been
donated and helped to keep us going financially
over a very difficult period. What kind people they
both are. 

Talking of kindness, I must mention Gillian Knox,
our tombola queen! Not only does she help me
make up all the prizes and lucky dips, but she
provides many of them too. She is also a marvellous
seamstress and makes many items for us to sell on
our stalls at events and also on our stall at Ramsey
Indoor Market, which I'm now pleased to say is
open again, but also on our stall at Home and
Vintage at its new site in the old Burtons car
showroom in Bury. We were kindly invited to have
a stall in there for the chapels and we are doing very
well. It's a real Aladdin's cave and sells good quality
goods from wardrobes down to teaspoons. They
can deliver and there is also free parking. The
money that they make goes to the 'Help for the
Nations' charity, which helps children from all over
the world. If you haven't been yet it's well worth a
visit. Many of you have taken items into there for us
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to sell, so a big thank you to you all for your
generosity.

Despite the Anglican Chapel still being closed
due to restoration, work coming to a halt due to
covid-19, we managed to open the Non-
conformist Chapel for book sales in July, August
and September and were amazed at how many
visitors we had.

In August, we were invited to have a stall at
Jones Court. We love going there, it's always a
great atmosphere and Margaret Sambrook and I
really enjoyed ourselves. We always come back
with more items than we take due to the
generosity of the manager Jane Babcock and all
the residents. They have lovely cakes too!

Having lived here for 36 years, I shouldn't be
surprised by local people's kindness, but it still
happens. I was asked to call in at the Hospital
Charity Shop in Ramsey to collect a small
donation, imagine my shock to be handed £250!
Which was more than kind of them considering
that they had to be closed for such a long period
too. They do so much for a lot of other local
charities too.

We ended with a high in September with
Heritage Day, this year the theme was 'Edible
England' and due to our connection to the Potato
King, Jabez Papworth, who is buried in our
cemetery, we chose potatoes. The weather
forecast was not very promising, with the threat
of thunderstorms, but luck was on our side and
we only had a bit of light drizzle in the morning.
We wondered if we would have many visitors, but
we had an amazing 389! It was so nice to see so
much interest in the chapels, especially our
unique Contagion Windows and we were
surprised that so many people came from further
afield, such as Kings Lynn, Terrington St.
Clements, Hitchin, Saffron Walden and Wisbech
amongst others. Altogether a great day.

We are hoping to continue again in the near
future with the restoration of the Anglican Chapel
and are already making plans for next April when
we open again.
Our sincere thanks to all if you who have
supported us in various ways during these
difficult times, I know that it has been very much
appreciated by us all.
Stay safe.

    

HOUSE NEEDS CLEANING?
Let Riverport Residential Cleaning leap into action

Our approach is thoroughly flexible and 
customised. Tell us what you want,

when you want it and leave the rest to us.

• Spring / Regular Clean
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Fully Trained Staff
• All Work Guaranteed
• Laundry & Dry Cleaning   
  Services

Whether you want a spring 
clean blitz or a regular clean we 
will take the hassle out of your 
housework.

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
CALL TODAY ON

01480 383 108
St Ives, Huntingdon & 
Surrounding Villages

www.riverportresidentialcleaning.co.uk

TRY OUR PROFESSIONAL DRY CLEANING
LAUNDRY AND IRONING SERVICES

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY


