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Ramsey 
at War 

The Ramsey at War book is  available to
purchase from;

● Ramsey Indoor Market, 62 High Street, 
Ramsey, PE26 1AA.

● Pet Havens, 38 Great Whyte, 
Ramsey, PE26 1HA.

● Or by phoning  The Ramsey Initiative: - 
01487 208208.

The price of the book is £6.99 each.

Any proceeds from the sale of this book will
going to local good causes. 

December Meeting
This time last year Mark Knight came to tell us
about the discoveries at Must Farm, the Bronze
Age settlement near Whittlesey.

Unfortunately, the projector failed halfway
through his talk, but he promised to come back this
year and finish it. This is what he did last Monday
bringing us right up to date with news from the site.
He explained that the excavation is now finished and
the finds processing is well underway, the specialists
preparing their findings for publication. 

Mark said that the Must Farm dwelling settlement
seemed to have been lived in for only a year before it
burned down, the inhabitants leaving their
belongings behind. It is a kind of British Pompeii,
giving a snapshot in time of what life was like in the
Fens at around 850 BC. The settlement that was
excavated consisted of 6 round houses, built over
the marshy water with causeways between and a
defensive palisade. The timbers from floors and roofs
fell into the acid, airless waters when they burned
down and were preserved so well that the original
axe marks can still be seen. 

Among the materials left behind were 20 bronze
axes, which appear to be tools rather than weapons,
other metal objects were sickles, razors and spears.
Wooden buckets were found along with spinning
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whorls, loom weights and 6 bobbins with yarn on.
The textiles found were amazingly well preserved,
finely woven from yarn made of plant fibres. 

Several complete pots and 2,188 shards of
pottery were recovered and, after intensive jigsaw
work, these were reconstructed into 120 more pots. 

Each dwelling had its own collection of metal
tools, weaving materials and pots, which fell into
the water as the buildings collapsed. The animal
bones recovered indicated the diet of the people
that lived there. Pike bones were the most
numerous, over 5,000, but pig, lamb and red deer
bones were also found. Parasites in preserved
excrement show that fish did indeed form a major
part of the diet. 

Beads, some made of glass and amber, show that
the inhabitants traded materials that had come
from Europe and beyond. It is not known how the
fire started but the end of the site was sudden and
dramatic. The inhabitants seem to have escaped,
but where they fled to is unknown. 

Thankfully Mark was able to finish his talk this
year and the evening was rounded off with
seasonal refreshments enjoyed by all.

Our next talk will be in the New Year on
Monday 3rd February 2020, at the Methodist
Church, High Street, Warboys, starting at 7:30pm.
The talk is on “Mr Bartlet Begs to Inform - A
Victorian St. Neots Diary” by Guest Speaker - Liz
Davies.

2019 was a very odd year, with lots of highs
and lows, but we certainly finished on a high. 

We had a stall at the Ramsey Christmas Lights
Switch On, which was a great success and we
were very surprised just how many people
attended despite the very cold and foggy
weather. I'm indebted to Gillian Knox, Linda
Lavender, Jonathan and Lewis Pope and Jacqui
Akasha for all their hard work on the day and also
throughout the course of the year. They are great
volunteers and never let you down.

Our thanks to the Ramsey Christmas Lights
Committee who did a wonderful job over many
weeks to put on such a great event for
Ramsey, not forgetting of course that they have
to take the lights down again and clear
everything away!

The next afternoon found Martyn Smith and
myself at St. Thomas a Becket Church. Each year
Swearers Funeral Service hold a Christmas
Memorial Service for those who have suffered a
bereavement in the year. During which, a tree of
remembrance is lit and all the names of the
congregation’s loved ones are read out. The
Reverend Canon Richard Darmody always gives a
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very moving service. He has been such a great
asset to Ramsey and I'm sure that he will be sadly
missed when he retires in March. The church
choir were in fine voice as usual and could hold
their own against any other. After the service
Martyn and I helped with the refreshments, tea,
coffee, mulled wine and mince pies. The service is
a lovely thing for Swearers to do and having just
lost my brother I know that it gave me comfort
and I'm sure that it was the same for everyone
who attended. 

As I write we are waiting for the delivery of two
black, gothic wrought iron chandeliers for the
chapels, which hopefully will be in situ by the
time we open in April. "Let there be light"!

But seriously, I would like to thank all of you
who have made their purchase possible, by your
donation of prizes for our lucky dips and
tombolas and giving us items to sell at our
fundraising outlets at the Ramsey Indoor Market,
which, thanks to The Ramsey Initiative, has
successfully moved into the old Barclays Bank
premises on the Great Whyte and at Home and
Vintage in the High Street. We are very grateful
for your support and couldn't manage to save
this wonderful old building without you.

We wish you a very Happy New Year and hope
that 2020 proves to be a good one for you all.
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