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What a great start to the new school year! It has
been lovely to see you all come back and you all
seem so much taller than you were in July.

Our new Reception children have fitted in so well
to life at Holme and they were even playing with the
bigger children on just their second week!

The start of the new term brings exciting new
things. Firstly, please check out our new school
website at: - https://holme.demat.org.uk. We are very
proud of everything we achieve at Holme C of E
Primary Academy.

Secondly, we cannot believe we are already
thinking about our new starters for September 2024.
If you have a child who is 3 and born in 2019 or 4 and
in 2018, then we have a very important date for your
diary. Come along to our New Intake Open Evening
on Thursday 12th October 4pm-5pm. To book your
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space please contact our
school office on: - 01487 830342.
Our Small but Mighty Team will be on hand to show
you round, answer your questions and give you an
insight into life at our wonderful school.

Finally, dare I mention the word ‘Christmas’ but we
LOVE Christmas! After such a successful Christmas
Fayre last year, we are doing it all over again this
year. The smiles, the joy and the overall Christmas
spirit was priceless. The community are welcome to
purchase tickets and tokens for the event and can
do this via our school office. If you are a local
business and interested in running a stall at our
event, please request a table for £10 plus a raffle
donation via the school office. Stalls will be allocated
on a first come, first serve basis, with a varying stall
types.

This term is such a busy one, but we have lots to
look forward and share with you all.

By Mrs King - Executive Headteacher
By Renee Mitcham – Club Organiser

Holme Youth Club has restarted after the
Summer break and membership is lower than
normal – possibly because of the nice Summer
weather we experienced at the start of
September.

Our aborted visit to Fenland Aquapark was
rescheduled for 16th September with much nicer
weather forecast.

Holme Youth Club cannot run without the
voluntary adult assistants to supervise our sessions
and we are currently experiencing a serious
shortage. We very much appreciate those who have
already volunteered but would love to see more
people coming forward as we try to ensure
volunteers do one session each half term to support
the committee members who are DBS checked. You

Holme Youth Club - Update

don’t have to have children
who are members – in fact all
of our committee members
do not have children in Holme Youth Club, they just
want to see our village kids having a great time in
their own space. If you would like to help out, please
contact us on: - holmeyouthclub@outlook.com or
pop down one term time Friday and have a look
around and a chat to see what it’s all about.

Membership of Holme Youth Club is open to
school years 5-10 who live in Holme or attend or
have attended Holme C of E Primary Academy. Come
along and hang out with your friends or make new
friends. Check out our Facebook page or website for
more information. Admission is £2 per session, and
we have a subsidised tuck shop.

Ramsey and District u3a
Photographs are an integral part of all our lives. 

We see images in newspapers and magazines,
illustrating the world around us and enticing us to
buy products. Family pictures adorn our walls,
charting our progress through life and in recent
years these are often coming, not as prints, but as
images on our phones. 

So, what makes people want to join a u3a
Photography Group? They have probably had an
interest in photography for much of their life to a
greater or lesser extent and the u3a offers a great
way of refreshing latent skills in the company of
like-minded colleagues. The group embraces all
levels of skill and knowledge, but all share the
desire to refresh or improve their photography
beyond happy snaps and ‘record’ shots. They
understand that taking an attractive photograph is
a complex combination of artistic interpretation
and technical knowhow, often topped off by a
good slice of luck!  

Whilst much of this can be learnt through
specialist publications or via the internet, a very
pleasant alternative is to get together with other
people every month, and either enhance one’s
photographic knowledge through an in-house
tutorial or get out on a photoshoot somewhere in

the local area – invariably involving refreshments.
One spin-off is that we are able to provide cover
photos for our u3a’s quarterly Aspire magazine
(see examples in photo). All in all, it is a great way
to fulfil the u3a’s motto of ‘learn, laugh and live’.

But, enough about the group. What about you,
the reader?  You almost certainly have a
smartphone, giving you a compact photographic
tool that you invariably have with you. So, when
did you last look at some of its features that
could considerably enhance your smartphone
pictures? 

As you read this, turn your phone on, select
the camera and look at the little icons along the
top. Open each one in turn and see the choices
you get. These icons vary from phone
manufacturer to manufacturer, but will generally
include options for flash, aspect ratio, time delay
and settings, the latter opening up a whole series
of choices. There will also be other options on the
camera home screen (e.g., photo, video, portrait,
lens choice), all in all too many to expand upon in
this short feature. 

My aim here is to get your curiosity juices
flowing, such that you remember some of these
options when next you use the camera. So, out
you go – and make the most of the options your
smartphone camera offers you. And make that
next family, bus pass or passport photo a work of
art!

Happy Snaps or 
Something Better

By Bruce McDowell - Digital Photography
Group Leader

Heritage Day. Well, it certainly was a day of
two halves. It was bright and sunny in the
morning, and we were having such a great
time meeting you all, but as the day wore on,
it got darker and darker and so we decided it
might be prudent to pack away earlier than
planned.

Just as well. Suddenly the heavens opened,
and I can honestly say that I have never seen rain
like it, combined with huge hailstones and a very
fierce wind. We were all soaked to the skin in
seconds and looked as though we had just got
out of the Forty Foot drain.

The wind got hold of our gazebo and twisted
it, so that we were unable to get it down. To stop
it blowing around and being a danger to the
public, the best we could do was to put it over
the churchyard wall. However, I did telephone
the vicar and apologise!

The next day Maurice Margetts and I went to
see if we could rescue it. Maurice managed to
collapse it sufficiently to enable him to get it into
his car, take it home and I’m pleased to say that
he has managed to repair it. We all thought that
the money raised on Heritage Day would have to
go towards buying a new gazebo, as having one
is so handy when we are out and about raising
funds. Thank you, Maurice, you’re a star!

Two great supporters of our restoration
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project are Margaret and Neville Bailey who have
donated several items into our care in the past.
Now they have given us a beautiful painting of
the lodge at the entrance to the cemetery,
painted by Margaret. Not only is Margaret a
talented artist, she is also a fantastic flower
arranger and won the “People’s Choice” at the
Flowers Festival at St. Thomas a’ Becket Church
this year.

Another great supporter of ours was dear
Aubrey Prior. You may remember reading his
obituary in last month’s Informer. It was whilst at
his funeral that I came across a slip of paper
stating that it costs a staggering £74,000 a year
or £1,425 a week to keep the church running.

I was absolutely astounded, it’s hard enough
to raise funds to restore the Ramsey Mortuary
Chapels, but to have to continually raise this
amount is truly mind blowing and this doesn't
even include the cost of any large maintenance
projects that have to be carried out.

Although not a religious person, I do care
passionately about Ramsey, it’s architecture and
its history. So please support them when you
can. For over 1,000 years this wonderful building
has played such an important part in the life and
times of the people of Ramsey and to see it
closed doesn’t bear thinking about.

On a cheerier note, we will be having another
stall at Ramsey’s market on Saturday 28th
October, 10am to 3pm. We look forward to
seeing you there.

By Jane Yardley – Chair, Friends of
Ramsey Mortuary Chapels


